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Revolutionary changes had taken place in the means of
social intercourse. Different sections and areas were increas-
ingly knit together. Both geographically and culturally
a process of compression had begun. Interchange between
the different types became more frequent and intense.
In the past, men had changed their creed without changing
their way of life. Now a process began by which men
changed their way of life without changing their creed.
This explains why the extent of Christian influence upon
contemporary India is out of all proportion to the number
of Christians in India.

The advent of Islam with its characteristic world outlook
influenced mainly the Hindu aristocrats and town-dwellers.
They however determined the tendency if not the tone
of the whole of society. Partially counteracted by the
vast distances of the country and the general immobility
of the people, the impact of Islam had yet disturbed their
inertia. When Christianity came, men were more willing
and ready to accept its influence. The conquest of space
and time through improved means of communication and
intercourse minimised, if it did not solve, the problem of
distance and immobility. The changes which the western
modes of thought initiated did not stop in the towns. They
filtered into the villages in ever widening circles of influence.
A new leaven had begun to work.

If India had faced the challenge of the West as a free
and independent land, the course of human history for
the last two centuries may have been entirely different.
Free and independent India would have judged Western
culture on its merits and accepted or rejected at will elements
in it. A process of syntheis would have bsgun for building
up the future civilisation of the world by combinging their
most valuable elements. History, however, decided other-
wise. Political subjugation compelled India to accept not
what was suited to her genius but what her foreign conquer-
ors imposed. They harnessed India to their own economy